April 27, 1950 


Mr. Leonard Forrer 
175 Piccadilly 
London, England 

Dear Leonard* 

I have just received word from Mary Crusan that they have arrived 
in America and will come through St. Louis in a week or so after 
visiting in Oklahoma City. 

The last five months havo been very, very difficult for Evelyn and 
mo. Evelyn's fathsr has been very sick and her mother died recently. 

We have been devoting all of our time to them and not doing very much 
else. 

Another thing that worries me is you, as I am sure I would have heard 
from you if there was not some unfortunate situation which has arisen 
in your life. Regardless of anything else, please drop me a note by 
air mail, telling me at least that you and your family are in good 
health. I know that George Gessler and Mary and I have all written 
to you requesting to hear from you relative to your business progress, 
but I want you to write to me, and if it embarrasses you to write 
about business please omit it. I sincerely hope none of us has done 
anything to offend you. We ju3t cannot understand why there has been 
no communication from you at all. My last letter from you seens to be 
June 18, 1949. 

When Mary is in town it might be helpful if we telephone you, so please 
indicate in your letter whether you might wish to talk to us and we 
will be more than glad to put the call in. 

Please, Leonard, let us know what is bothering you. 

Sincerely, 


Executor of the Estate of 
Burdette G. Johnson, deceased. 


EPNewman/mw 


Mr. H. M. F. Sehulman June 8, 1950 
c/o Mayfair Hotel 
London, England 

Dear Mans: 

You asked me to be more specific about the questions I wanted you 
to ask Leonard when you visited London. My principal questions 
are: Why has he not written? and Why has he not made a further 
effort to straighten out the open accounts? 

On an invoice of coins dated 8/22/45, totaling 113,907*50, Leonard 
indicates that he has disposed of $8,635 worth over the past several 
years. The balance of the coins are still in his possession, some, 
however, having been returned. There is an invoice of July 29, 1947 
on which $1,948.50 is due, and apparently Leonard has sold all of 
these coins. There is another invoice of July 29, 1947 on which 
$71*55 is due. There is an invoice of July 30, 1947 on whioh $2,628 
is due. There are books which were sent to Adolph Hess in August of 
1949, pursuant to Leonard's request, for which there is due $514.60. 

Leonard is entitled to a credit for certain expenses of mine in 
coming to London to discuss these matters last year. At that time 
I went over his situation with his accountant and endeavored to help 
him in the collection of one large delinquent account. There are 
some other matters between Leonard and the estate which are not im¬ 
portant for your purpose. 

I do not like to burden you with the problems involved, but feel 
that I should receive information. Will you, therefore, let me 
know what you are able to find out. 

Just as Mr. Johnson helped you when you first .got started in America 
by giving you large quantities of consigned material, Mr. Johnson 
wanted to get Leonard started also and keep him supplied until he 
could get on his feet. For that reason we similarly assisted 
Leonard even after Mr. Johnson's death. 

We look forward to seeing you and Antoinette at the earliest possible 
time, and hope you have had a pldasant European excursion. With 
our best to both of you. 


Sincerely, 


EPNewman/mw 
Hold for arrival 


November 17, 1950, 


Dear Eric: 

Two or three weeks ago I was talking to Hans Schulman and he told 
me very briefly about his conversation with Leonard Forrar while in 
London last summer. He said that he was going to phone you and 
give you his impressions of Mr. Forrar and his activities. This 
has prompted me to write you to find out your reaction and if you 
have any further news or plans. 

The estate has been in the course of settlement over three and a 
half years and I am sure that you, as well as Mary Cruzan and I, 
are anxious to wind it up as quickly as possible. I believe that 
Mary expects to be in St. Louis the first of next week and you 
will doubtless go over this situation with her. 

I would also like to have a brief report on the present status 
of the estate, whether there are any remaining funds for distribution 
other than the amount owed by Mr. Forrar, etc. Any information 
you can give me will be much appreciated. 

With kindest regards to the family, 


Sincerely, 



Mrs. A.V. Sheffield, 
36I Clinton Ave., 
Brooklyn 5 > N. Y. 


November 21, 1950 


Mrs. A. V. Sheffield 
361 Clinton Avenue 
Brooklyn 5» New York 

Dear Marys 

Thanks for your letter of November 17. Hans Sehulman telephoned me 
and told me of his conversation with Leonard Forrer. He also told 
me that Leonard is treating another dealer in the same manner by not 
answering any correspondence. He discussed the situation with me 
rather thoroughly, and only a day or so ago Mary Crusan passed through 
here and I discussed it with her. I have determined to write Leonard 
a letter along the lines that if we do not hear from him we might be 
forced to tell the Allens about the situation. This might have the 
desired effect, as we were responsible for the Allens giving him some 
of the material they did, and he knows it. 

The estate would have been wound up long ago if it had not been for 
Leonard*s situation. We have about $10,000-left in the estate and 
Mary Crusan has some coins which are going to be divided with you. 

As disgusted as I am with the Forrer situation I know that as a matter 
of good business we did what was right and we did what Mr. Johnson 
wanted to be done. I still expect it to turn out in a satisfactory 
manner, but I certainly feel that Mr. Johnson, Mary, George and my¬ 
self misjudged the character of Mr. Forrer. 

My best wishes to you. 


Sincerely, 


EPNewman/mw 
Dictated but not read 


November 28, 1950 


Mr* Leonard Forrer 
175 Piccadilly 
London, England 

Dear Leonard) 

This is a very difficult letter for me to write. Hans Schulman told 
me that he was going to see you this past summer and I asked him if 
he would report to me if there was any reason which he could determine 
why you have not written to me or anyone else connected with the 
Johnson Estate, He reported that you were in good health and carry¬ 
ing on business as usual, which eliminated certain fears I had that 
you were in some difficulty involving your health or welfare. It now 
resolves itself down to a question of business and ethics. 

You will recall that I was in part instrumental in obtaining for you 
the opportunity to sell some of the Brand material, since I felt that 
Mr, Johnson would have wanted me to try to get that opportunity for 
you, when we discussed the matter in London you were very enthusi¬ 
astic, and I hope that things have turned out for you with respect to 
the Brand items in a satisfactory manner, 

I am now in a position where your action in not writing and not re¬ 
porting leads me to inquire from the Brands whether they can under¬ 
stand your position with us. I have discussed this matter with Mary 
Cruzan and George and have told Mary Cruzan to explain the matter to 
Mary Sheffield. The result of any discussion I may have with the 
Brands will certainly not be helpful to you under the circumstances. 
There is no thought of spite in my action as I am merely at a com¬ 
plete loss as to why the business relationship which existed has been 
ignored by you for no justifiable reason which 1 am able to determine, 
I, of course, have the opportunity to employ counsel in England to 
take up this matter, and I may have no alternative. 

Hans Schulman reported that you told him, both on the Continent and 
in London, you were going to write to us promptly. Since I have re¬ 
ceived no message I can assume that your action is deliberate. The 
choice of what I do is strictly up to you, and I sincerely hope that 
you recognize your moral obligations as well as the legal ones. 

Sincerely, 


EPN/mw 


Co-Executor of the Estate 
of Burdette G. Johnson, dee*d 


/ 


/ 


Directors ■■ 

L. S. FORRER 

M. Z.R FORRER 
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11th December 1950. 


Mr. Eric P. Newman, 

Messrs. Edison Brothers Stores, Inc., 
315 Washington Avenue, 

ST. LOUIS, Missouri. 


Dear Eric, 

I am not altogether surprised at the tone of your letter 
of November 28th, which I found on my return from a short 
business trip, as I fully recognise that I should have written 
to you sooner; indeed, I was drafting a letter to you, which 
unfortunately was not completed in time, when yours arrived. 

In mitigation, I would only maintain that it is difficult to 
write when there is nothing particularly new to discuss. 

As you will recall in our conversations in London, it was 
clear after discussion with the Accountants, that repayments 
in the present restrictive conditions obtaining can only be 
expected from profits arising either in Switzerland or in the 
U.S.A. There were two major potential sources, one the Morgan 
transaction, the other the Brand. As regards the former, not 
only were the profits negligible, as by the time I arrived in 
New York (ten days after being asked to come), the best pieces 
had been sold elsewhere, but a slight overall loss was incurred. 
With regard to the Brand Collection, it took just under a year, 
that is from July 1949 to May 1950, to arrive at an agreed 
method of disposal. This was due to no fault of mine, but 
partly owing to the complexity of the Brand method of accounting, 
and partly to some of the collection having accidentally 
remained in America, so that our valuations differed. This 
means that the handling of the collection has been retarded in 
all for roughly three years.’ I could never have foreseen 
this, but now that we have devised a satisfactory method of 
selling, accounting and paying, I am happy to assure you that 
in the not distant future I shall be able to make a start in 
paying off my debts to the Estate. These will have to vary 
according to the profits realised, payments will be quarterly, 
beginning with the March quarter 1951. 


P.T.O, 


Mr. Eric P. Newman, 


11th December 1950, 


I do not dispute the fact that you put in a good word 
for me with Mrs. Allen, tut I venture to remind you that I 
probably knew her father as well as herself, before you did, 
so that I needed no introduction. And your tentative 
suggestion of trying to make trouble between Mrs. Allen and 
me does not daunt me; it would, I feel sure, only redound 
to your hurt, and Mrs. Allen has expressed her satisfaction 
in no uncertain terms. 

Further, although I am on excellent and friendly terms 
with Hans Schulman, I do not discuss my financial affairs - 
except in quite general terms - with him, nor do I think you 
would wish me to. 

The upshot of this rather too long letter is briefly this:- 

a) If you will leave the delicate mechanism alone for 

a very little longer, I shall be able to make a 
start repaying the Estate. 

b) If you use strong measures, you will make it 

exceedingly difficult to attain the result you 
wish. 

To end on a friendlier note, I should greatly value your 
conveying, particularly to Many Cruzan, but also to Mary 
Sheffield, my very great regret that circumstances have made me 
drag out so interminably what should, under ordinary conditions, 
have been settled much sooner. I have learned my lesson; and 
the reason why the Brand transaction is going smoothly is due 
to greater experience; I should never have agreed to the 
original proposal made me by Burdette Johnson, but as I had 
only just come out of the Army, I had no means of knowing how 
difficult a settlement would be if anything were to happen to 
him. 


With kind regards to Evelyn and yourself. 
Yours sincerely. 


LEONARD S. FORRER. 





December 27 1 1950 


Ur* Leonard S. Ferrer 
17? Piccadilly 
London W 1, England 

Boar Leonard* 

I as very pleased to receive your letter of December 
lit 1950, and I sent a copy to Hary Cruzan and Kary 
Sheffield. 

How that you have written us I believe you have corrected 
a mistake which I hop© will never arise again. The fact 
that there may have been nothing new to writ© say have 
made you feel writing was purposeless, but I feel that 
writing that fact would have been a better choice, 

I considered it a great favor for Hans to talk to you 
when he was in Europe and although I protected you by not 
giving his any specific figures I was sure you would not 
object to his inquiry and you must realize that it was 
done by me because I did not know whether something had 
taken place which you could not write or which you felt 
you would have to disclose if you did write. How this is 
all behind us, 

I fully realise how hard on you the death of Burdette 
Johnson turned out to be and how complicated that made 
your position. Neither you or Burdette dreamed it would 
happen so suddenly. It was just a bad break for all 
parties concerned but at least he had the satisfaction of 
having been the principal means of setting you up in busi* 
ness. That was an accomplished fact which I am sure you 
appreciate. 1 also believe you appreciate my giving you 
merchandise from the estate and to aid in the Brand matter 
as I felt Burdette would wish in both matters. 

Evelyn and I have had a terrible year. Her mother and dad 
were both critically ill at the same time. Her mother died 
and her d&d has moved in with us and is etill having endless 


- 2 * 


Mr. Leonard $• Forrer 


December 27 # 1950 


health probl am a. ® e here not been able to make independent 

plana during this entire period even to ^o out for the 
evening, 

I have finally begun an article on imitation Sritieh 
halfpence made in America and have been studying the 
English laws to get the background* I have almost come 
to the conclusion that there were more counterfeit coppers 
struck in England than genuine coins which is rather un¬ 
usual. This is all a part of my study of American colonial 
coins. 

I have begun to colleot early Atl&see showing America in 
some detail and if you know any source of Atlases in 
England I would appreciate it. I need Senex, Faden, Moll, 
and other eighteenth century ones. 

Winston Crutan has been transferred to Valley Forge General 
Hospital which is the spot famous in the American revolu¬ 
tion for cold feet. They will have cold feet from a mental 
po.nt of view this time. 

I ast pleased that you are shortly going to be in a position 
to start paying the Estate and I hope you continue to be 
increasingly successful. Both England and Leonard Forrer 
go off the Marshall Plan list together. 

By beet to your family and I want you to know that George 
and I were glad that you finally wrote us. All is for¬ 
given, not because thia is the Holiday Season, but because 
you indicated you had no motive in not writing. Good luck 
and ^ood hunting. 


Sincerely, 


EPBewaanjatb 


EDISON BROTHERS STORES, Inc. 


June 27, 1951 


Mr. Leonard S. Forrar 

175 Piccadilly 
London ! 1, England 

Dear Leonard: 

You will recall in your letter 
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'et them and send them to me. If you 
of any advantage to me, please let me 


Kindest regards to you and your family. 

Sincerely, 


EPN jatb 



Hans • M • F • Schulman 

Son of Max Sckulman of Tke Netherlands — Established 1880 

COINS'* COLLECTORS' ITEMS 

545 FIFTH AVENUE • NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

Telephone VAnderbilt 6-3145-3146 



June 26, 1951 


Eric P. Newman 

Edison Brothers Stores, Inc. 

315 Washington Ave. 

St. Louis, Mo. . 


Deer Eric, 

Wayte and I were talking about you while I spent 
a week-end in Montauk, and I have communicated the 
contents of your letter to h i m . 

I asked Leonard ‘to get in touch with you when he was 
here in May, end he said he was going to do that from 
Chicago. From your letter I now understand that he 
never got in touch with you. Mary saw Leonard in 
New York at my home end apparently did not report 
to you on her conversation with him. I have seen-a 
lot of Mary end Winston since they are only 3 hours 
away from New York. 

Mary had told me that Evelyn had lost both her parents. 
I hope that she is feeling better now. 

With best regards, I am 


Yours very sincerely, 




Hens >T. F. Schulman 


HS:lg 





June 27, 1951 


Mr. Leonard S. Forrer 
175 Piccadilly 

London I 1, England 
Dear Leonard; 

You will recall in your letter of December 11, 1950 that I 
was to hear from you in March of 1951 but 1 did not follow 
the matter up since I knew that you were coming to this country 
on business during the spring, oince I did not hear anyt ing 
from you when you were he T © in May, 1 am following the matter 
up at this time. I think I deserve a communication; Don’t 
you think so? 

Evelyn has lost both of her parents and we are just beginning 
to re,cover from the ordeal? as a result we have not done any¬ 
thing very interesting. We did take a reei in the Virgin 
Islands (British as well as American) and some of the ten pound 
lobsters caught on Tortola were delicious. In British Honduras 
a friend of mine tells me that whenever he has spent more than 
he should he telle hie wife to have lobster until their budget 
balances, as a whole lobster seems to cost about fifteen cents. 

Do you know a fellow by the name of Raphael King, of London, 
in the rare book business, as I am interested in acquir¬ 
ing certain early Atlases and he is looking for them for me? 

You might be able to get them and send them to me. If you 
believe that would be of any advantage to me, please let me 
know. 

Kindest regards to you end your family. 

Sineerely, 


EPHjatb 



Hans - M- F • Schulman 

Son of M»x Sdmlmsn of Tke Netherlands— EstaLluked 1880 

COINS* COLLECTORS’ ITEMS 

545 FIFTH AVENUE • NEW YORK 17. N. Y. 
Telephone VAnderbilt 6-3145-3146 



July 10, 1951 


Eric Newman 
6450 Cecil Ave. 
Clayton, Mo. 


Dear Eric, 

I wrote Leonard about you, and he writes me the 
following sentence: " I will write to both the 
parties you mention in the very near future, but 
I must ask you to pacify them, and explain that 
I have more than I can do at the moment." 

That is all for today. With kind personal regards, 
I am 

Yours very sincerely, 

(Hans ff. F. Schulman 


HS:lg 


% 


July 18, 1951 


Mr. Wayte Raymond 
654 Madison Avenue 
New York 21, New York. 

Dear Wayte: 

Your comment concerning our "heat” is not out of place in 
spite of the fact that our principle interest is "floods”. 

I am glad to know your attitude and have a number„of thoughts. 
First of all, I am sure that Leonard is accumulating coins 
and money in Switzerland. He was working through Rosenberg, 
who operates under the name of Adolph Hess, Lucerne, Halden- 
strasse, 5. e could take this matter up with the British 
Foreign Exchange Control Office and get Leonard into a mess. 

You could also advise the Brand Estate and leave us out of 
that matter and in that way he would not be sore at both of 
us but only one of us. 

We could also give Hans Sehulman an interest in these accounts 
in consideration of collecting them. That would put him in 
a position to get coins from Leonard and he could also hold 
out a shipment of coins if Leonard would ever part with any. 

Consideration should also be given to endeavoring to switch 
the Brand account from Leonard to Sehulman. 

My present plans are to leave here on July 19th and I will 
be up in Maine until August 3rd* I will be a few days in 
Boston on the way but do not plan to stop in New York on 
the way up. Our plans are very indefinite as to our return 
and perhaps we can get together in New York. I will let you 
know from the East as to how I can arrange it. 

Kindest regards. 



Sincerely yours, 


EPNjatb 




July 13, 1951 


Mr. Wayte Raymond 
654 Madison Avenue 
New York 21, New York 

Dear Wayte: 

Your comment concerning our "heat" is not out of place in 
spite of the fact that our principle interest ia "floods”. 

I am glad to know your attitude and have a number of thoughts. 
First of all, I am sure that Leonard is accumulating coins 
and money in Switzerland. He was working through Herman 
Rosenberg, who operates under the name of Adolph Hess, 
Haldenstrasse, 5, Lucerne, »*e could take this matter up 
with the British Foreign Exchange Control Office and get 
Leonard into a mess. 

1 cannot see where notifying the Brand family would do us 
any good. Spite, yes. Consideration should also be given 
to endeavoring to switch the Brand account from Leonard to 
Schulman, if he can help us. 

We could also consider giving Hans Schulman an interest in 
our accounts in consideration of his collecting them. That 
would put him in a position to get coins from Leonard and 
he could take a strong position in the trade with respect to 
Leonard*s bad faith. 

My present plans are to leave here on July 19th and I will 
be up in Maine until August 3rd. I will be a few days in 
Boston on the way but do not plan to stop in New York on 
the way up. Our plans are very indefinite as to our return 
and perhaps we can get together in New York. I will let you 
know from the East as to how I can arrange it. 

Kindest regards. 


Sipcerely yours, 


EPN;atb 
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£1,775 6 - 


261 To et loss for the year, brought do n 854 19 4 1,203 By Balance, carried to Balance heet 

* Balance, Drought for ard frora 

942 last Account 1,202 10 . 8 


2,057 10 - 


£1,20 


2,057 10 


a, 203 


.^2,057 it 
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Decwtebj 


"r. Leonard Lorrer 

L* S. Forrer Ltd* 

175 ieeadilly 
London V 1 , England 

Dear Leonard* 


•'on Id you be kind 
'-r* ) . S* James, ^ 
atamo dealer,/re 
Cronhein, of/ 
of the remitrta: 
of B. 0* Johns 
care of 
when it is don 






inou.-h r <it 115 pound® to 
ington/sSai^ex, who is a 
t@ Xeoount\f Mahardl 3. 
.3,>^nd #heh©c the amount 
vO \ccount of the state 
be\kind enough to take 
tr prondtlt and let no know 


■nd yott^wifp/are wall and that Nick 
be SsTpeppy as he was when we 


tings to all of you* 


Sincerely, 


Krs/atb 


